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1 . IN A STRONGLY WORDED STATEMENT PRIME MINISTER 
MALCOLM FRASER SAID THAT THE SOVIET UNION'S BEHAVIOR 
WAS A SOURCE OF INCREASING INTERNATIONAL CONCERN. 

FRASER SAID THAT A "NEW PHASE" WAS BEING WITNESSED 

IN THE SOVIET UNION’S PERSECUITON OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
ENFORCEMENT LEADERS. "THESE ARE ALL DISTURBING SIGNS 
OF THE SOVIET UNION'S FAILURE TO MONITOR MAJOR ASPECTS 
OF ITS INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR — ASPECTS WHICH 
EXACERBATE WORLD TENSIONS." 

2. FRASER SAID THAT AUSTRALIA WAS NOT ALONE IN ITS 
ATTITUDE. CITING THE RECENT STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT 
CARTER AND THE APPREHENSIONS "PLAINLY AND FORCEFULLY 
VOICED" BY BRITISH PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN. FRASER 
NOTED PRESIDENT CARTER HAD SAID THE SOVIET UNION 
MILITARY BUILD-UP " FAR EXCEEDS THE SOVIET UNION’S 
LEGITIMATE SECURITY NEEDS." THE GOA URGED THE SOVIET 
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UNION TO IMPLEMENT THE IMPORTANT PRESENCE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS EMBODIED IN THE 1977 HELSINKI ACCORDS TO 
WHICH THE SOVIET UNION "HAD SOLEMNLY AGREED." "WE 
URGE IT TO CONSIDER THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF THE 
CAMPAIGN OF REPRESSION OF THOSE WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO 
MONITOR SOVIET COMPLIANCE WITH AN INTERNATIONAL AGREE- 
MENT. IT IS HARD FOR US TO BELIEVE THAT SOVIET LEADERS 
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INTEND TO HONOR INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS AND UNDER- 
TAKINGS IF THEY CAN ALLOW SUCH PERSECUTION TO PROCEED." 

3. FRASER SAID ONE EXAMPLE OF THE DESTABILIZING EFFECTS 
OF THE SOVIET PURSUIT OF POWER WAS THE SITUATION IN 
AFRICAN, WHERE THE SOVIET UNION HAD ESTABLISHED A 
CONSIDERABLE PRESENCE BOTH IN ITS WON RIGHT AND THROUGH 
ITS SURROGATE CUBA. "DESPITE THE LOSS OF ITS BERBERA 
FACILITIES THE SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF SOVIET ADVISORS AND 
CUBAN TROOPS IN THE HORN OF AFRICA, ESTIMATED AT SOME 
18,000, HAS AN EFFECT ON THE BALANCE OF POWER IN THE 
AREA AS A WHOLE, INCLUDING THE INDIAN OCEAN." FRASER 
ALSO NOTED THAT "SOVIET UNION ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA HAVE 
BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN HALTING THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE 
US AND THE SOVIET UNION, DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE AGREEMENT 
ABOUT BALANCE OF POWER IN THE INDIAN OCEAN — 

DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE A LOWERING OF NAVAL FORCE LEVELS 

IN THE INDIAN OCEAN." 

4. FRASER ALSO DREW ATTENTION TO THE US/USSR DISARMA- 
MENT TALKS NOTING THAT " THE TRIALS OCCUR IN THE VERY 
WEEK IN WHICH THE US AND THE USSR ARE CONTINUING MAJOR 
NEGOTIATIONS DESIGNED TO REACH NEW AGREEMENT TO LIMIT 
STRATEGIC ARMS." 

5. IN VICTORIA THE STATE BRANCH OF THE ALP PASSED A 
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MEASURE CONDEMNING AND DEPLORING SOVIET ACTIONS. 

6. IN BRISBANE THE LARGEST "CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK" 

MARCH IN 10 YEARS LISTENED TO STRONG ANTI-SOVIET SPEECHES 
FROM LIBERAL MPS AND OTHERS. 

7. ADDITIONAL PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HOST GOVERNMENT RE- 
ACTION TO THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY'S STATEMENTS ON 
THE ISSUE FOLLOW BY SEPTEL. 

ALSTON 
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